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Observational Notes 


Echinops antalyensis (“Antalya Topuzu" in 
Turkish) primarily grows near the coast of 
Antalya city, stretching 13 km from the 
western part of the rocky Beach Park to 
approaching the lower Duden waterfall and 
probably beyond, however it is also common 
about 5.2 km inland at about 170 m altitude 
in the Yavuz Selim Mh. area and some places 
in-between, and given the way the city has 
grown over recent decades, | suspect these 
inland populations will be relics of a past 
where it may have been more widespread 
inland than it now is. 


It mostly grows on limestone cliffs, soiled 
rocks, stony slopes, or fairly-level stony soil, 
with half or full sunlight, in all cases the 
stones being calcareous. In practice these 
are not normally north-facing positions, 
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Gozlem Notlar 


Echinops antalyensis ("Antalya Topuzu") esas 
olarak Antalya sehrinin kiyilarinda yetisir ve 
kayalik Sahil Parki'nin bati kismindan 
baslayip Asagi Diiden Selalesi’ne yaklasana 
kadar 13 km boyunca uzanir ve muhtemelen 
daha da oteye gider. Ancak, Yavuz Selim Mh. 
bolgesinde ve arada kalan bazi yerlerde, 
yaklasik 170 m rakimda, 5,2 km iceride de 
yaygindir. Sehrin son on yillardaki buyuUme 
bicimi g6z Oniine alindiginda, bu ic 
kesimlerdeki populasyonlarin, gecmiste su 
anda oldugundan daha yaygin oldusu bir 
yerin kalintilari oldugunu diistiniiyorum. 


Cogunlukla kirectas1 ucurumlarinda, kirli 
kayalarda, tas yamaclarda veya oldukca 
duz tashi topraklarda, yarim veya tam gunes 
1s181 altinda, tum durumlarda taslar kirecli 
olarak yetisir. Pratikte bunlar normalde 


however some populations are. On the cliff- 
slopes near the sea it can be found on the 
sides and the lips, and edges of adjacent or 
nearby pavements and steps, and even 
occasionally in gardens, having got there 
from nearby populations. Given the spray 
from the winter storms which can be quite 
considerable, it must have some salt 
tolerance to be on these cliffs, although it 
must be said the storms tend to be in the 


rainy season and the salt will likely be short- 


lived with the rain washing it away. Inland, 
it grows on rocky road edges and rocky 
slopes. The habitats it chooses are quickly- 
draining/drying soils and quickly-drying 
rocks and prevent water-pooling. It would 
therefore be an interesting experiment to 
test its salt, water and pH/calcium 
tolerance ranges, separately and also in 
combination, at both continuous and 
episodic levels. 


On stony ground the soil is usually thin and 
the plant of somewhat limited size. On the 
more fertile soils the plant can be quite 
robust, spreading sideways in a low wide 
dense dome of foliage, and in some cases 
can be very large in this way. Young forms 
tend to lack the basal spread that develops 
over time and appear more upright, whilst 
forms in the shade often adopt the usual 
shade response of prioritising upward 


growth, resulting in taller, more laxly-leaved 


specimens. 


The leaves are green-looking above, 
whitening beneath (not always present, 
particularly on young leaves), typically very 
glandy on both sides, giving an unshiny look, 
though they can be shiny. The margins curl 
under. The low leaves are shallowly to 
deeply lobed but not to the centre, and the 
lobes are themselves likewise shallowly to 
deeply lobed, the upper stem leaves are 
different, being poorly divided, shorter and 
therefore broad in shape. 


kuzeye bakan konumlar degildir, ancak baz 
populasyonlar oyledir. Denize yakin ugurum 
yamaclarinda, yanlarda ve dudaklarda, 
bitisik veya yakin kaldirimlarin ve 
basamaklarin kenarlarinda ve hatta ara sira 
bahcelerde, yakindaki populasyonlardan 
gelmis olarak bulunabilir. Olduk¢a onemli 
olabilen kis firtinalarindan kaynaklanan 
puskiirtme goz Oniine alindiginda, bu 
ucurumlarda bulunabilmesi icin bir miktar 
tuza toleransi olmasi gerekir, ancak 
firtinalarin genellikle yagmurlu mevsimde 
olma egiliminde oldugu ve tuzun 
muhtemelen kisa Omirlii olacagi ve 
yagmurun onu yikayacagi sdylenmelidir. ic 
kesimlerde, kayalik yol kenarlarinda ve 
kayalik yamaclarda yetisir. Sectigi yasam 
alanlari, cabuk drenajli/kuruyan topraklar 
ve cabuk kuruyan kayalardir ve su 
birikmesini Onlerler. Bu nedenle, tuz, su ve 
pH/kalsiyum tolerans araliklarini hem surekli 
hem de aralikli duzeylerde ayri ayri ve 
ayrica kombinasyon halinde test etmek ilging 
bir deney olacaktir. 


Tasik zeminde toprak genellikle incedir ve 
bitki biraz siniri: boyuttadir. Daha verimli 
topraklarda bitki olduk¢a saglam olabilir, 
alcak, genis ve yogun bir yaprak kubbesi 
halinde yanlara dogru yayilabilir ve baz 
durumlarda bu sekilde cok buyuk olabilir. 
Geng formlar, zamanla gelisen taban 
yayilimindan yoksun olma egilimindedir ve 
daha dik gorunurken, golgedeki formlar 
genellikle yukari dogru biiyimeye Oncelik 
verme gibi olagan gdlge tepkisini benimser 
ve bu da daha uzun, daha gevsek yaprakli 
orneklerle sonuclanir. Yapraklar ustte yesil 
gorunumlu, altta beyazlasiyor (ozellikle genc¢ 
yapraklarda her zaman mevcut degil), 
genellikle her iki tarafta cok bezli, parlak 
olmasa da parlak olmayan bir gorunum 
veriyor. Kenarlar kivrilarak asagiya dogru 
kivrilyor. Alcak yapraklar sig ila derin loblu, 
ancak ortada degil ve loblar da aymi sekilde 


The stems are also coarsely glanded, but 
they lack the red gland hairs of E. 
spinosissimus, and ridged to support such 
long stems with their large heads. 


The flower heads are large and typically 
white-looking when in flower, the corolla 
lobes curl under in a circle at the tips like E. 
spinosissimus. The heads lack the 
conspicuous extra-long spines the latter 
often has. Flowering is in (Sep)Oct- 
Nov(Dec), when the weather has cooled and 
the rains and storms might expect to occur, 
although the timing of the weather seems to 
be changing. The dead heads persist for a 
few months, sometimes as long as into 
March. 


Although restricted in range, a sizeable 
proportion of its habitat is on cliff sides and 
lips and not likely to be developed, however 
there are some more level areas that might 
be treated as car parks or have other 
development. The greatest danger to its 
existence can therefore be expected to 
come from climate change rather than 
development. 


The plant received its description in the 
paper “Two New Species of Echinops sect. 
Ritropsis (Asteraceae) from Turkey” by Cem 
Vural, which can be found at 


https: //www.researchgate.net/publication/ 
267381933. 


At Kumkoy just east of the earlier-stated 
range and at Side - and also judging from 
Google Streetview at places in between - 
there grow in sandy to stony soils an 
Echinops that resembles E. antalyensis but 
has features of E. spinosissimus, that needs 
investigating. Perhaps it will prove to be a 
hybrid or a new taxon. 


TO DO 


Further information will be added regarding 
the types of insects found on the plant. 


sis ila derin loblu, Ust govde yapraklart 
farki, kotu bolunmus, daha kisa ve bu 
nedenle genis sekilli. 


Govdeler de kaba bezli, ancak E. 
spinosissimus'un kirmizi bez tuyleri yok ve 
buyuk baslariyla bu kadar uzun govdeleri 
desteklemek icin sirth. 


Cicek baslari buyuktur ve ci¢ek actiklarinda 
genellikle beyaz gorunur, tac yapraklari 
uclarda E. spinosissimus gibi bir daire 
seklinde kivrilir. Baslarda, ikincisinin siklikla 
sahip oldusu belirgin ekstra uzun dikenler 
yoktur. Ciceklenme (Eylul)Ekim-Kasim 
(Arak) aylarinda olur, hava sogudugunda ve 
yasmur ve firtinalarin beklenmesi 
beklenebilir, ancak havanin zamanlamasi 
deSisiyor gibi gdriinilyor. Olii baslar birkac 
ay, bazen Mart ayina kadar dayantr. 


Menzili kisitli olmasina ragmen, yasam 
alaninin onemli bir kismi ugurum 
yamaclarinda ve dudaklardadir ve gelismesi 
muhtemel degildir, ancak otopark olarak 
degerlendirilebilecek veya baska 
gelismelerin olabilecegi daha diz alanlar 
vardir. Bu nedenle varligina yonelik en biiyiik 
tehlikenin gelismeden ziyade iklim 
degisikliginden kaynaklanmasi beklenebilir. 


Bitki, Cem Vural'in "Tuirkiye'den Iki Yeni 
Echinops Sect. Ritropsis (Asteraceae) Turu" 
adli makalesinde tanimlanmistir ve bu 
makaleye 


https: //www.researchgate.net/publication/ 
267381933 adresinden ulasilabilir. 


Daha once belirtilen menzilin hemen 
dogusundaki Kumkoy'de ve Side'de - ve 
ayrica Google Streetview'dan da anlasilacagi 
uzere - kumlu ila tash topraklarda E. 
antalyensis'e benzeyen ancak E. 
spinosissimus'un ozelliklerine sahip bir 
Echinops yetismektedir ve arastinlmasi 
gerekmektedir. Belki de melez veya yeni bir 
takson oldusu kanitlanacaktir. 


How does it get on the cliff sides? YAPILACAKLAR 


Bitkide bulunan bocek turleri hakkinda daha 
fazla bilgi eklenecektir. 


Ucurumun kenarina nasil varilir? 


Gallery 


Zoom in to any photo for closer detail. 


General Appearance 


Clifftop patchy soil 


Level stony ground 
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Flower Head 


White flower head 
(no long spines form) 


Flowers, lobes curl 
down in circle 


Flower, close up 


Mature 


Mature 


Intermediate Forms 


These forms are intermediate between E. antalyensis and E. spinosissimus. The E. 
spinosissimus around Antalya tend themselves to be transitional between subsp. 
spinosissimus and subsp. bithynicus, having both white stems and coarse red glands. 


Kumkoy Side 


